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1. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is the inventor Ms. Linda Isioma Manuela Iloba. 

2. NO RELATED APPEALS OR INTERFERENCES 

There is no related appeal or interference. 

3. STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-24 were rejected and the rejection was made final in the office action of 
June 17 th 2003. The applicant replied the final office action on August 27 th , 2003 by 
canceling claims 1-18 and 20-24. Claim 19 was amended to narrow it to differentiate 
the invention from the prior art. On September 25 th 2003 the Advisory Action stated 
that the amendments failed to place the application in condition for allowance and 
that the for purposes of Appeal the amendments were entered. Claim 19 remained 
rejected. The applicant filed a second reply to the final office action and narrowed 
the claim even further on October 27 th 2003. On January 6 th the Patent and Trademark 
Office issued a Notice of Abandonment for the applicant stating that the applicant had 
failed to properly reply to the office letter mailed on June 17 th 2003. The applicant 
filed a petition for revival of the application and a notice of appeal on January 16 th 
2004. Based on above clarified history of the case, claim 19 remained rejected. 
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4. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

The pending claim 19 has been amended and it has been entered for purposes of 
appeal. 

5. SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

The invention relates to embedding of a microelectronic device that is capable of 
producing sounds. The device includes a memory device for storing recorded 
messages. An activatable trigger mechanism switches the microelectronic device on 
when the user activates the trigger, for example by opening the book or by pushing a 
button that is in embedded e.g. into the spine of the book. 

6. ISSUES 

This appeal focuses on whether the prior art (Leung 5,569,868) anticipates the 
invention and whether the amended claim differentiate from the prior art. 

7. GROUPING OF THE CLAIMS 

There is only one group of claims; i.e. claim 19. 

8. ARGUMENT 

The invention according to the present disclosure describes an audio device 
incorporated to printed matter which may be a multipage document with text or 
designs. The device is not only applicable to books, but as well to magazines, cards or 
any other printed made. 
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Importantly to differentiate the present invention from the Leung disclosure, the 
present invention contains only one microchip. Leung invention comprises several 
transmitters and receivers positioned at various sections of a book. 

A unique feature of the present invention is that it contains a memory device that 
allows the reader to customize her own message. The user can for example record her 
message to remind her where she last time stopped reading or reviewing. 

The only claim pending in the application reads as follows: 

A printed matter embodying a microelectronic device capable of reproducing sounds, 
said microelectronic device further comprising: 

a) a memory device for storing data in form of a recorded message; 

b) an activatable trigger mechanism to switch the microelectronic device on; and 

c) a micro power supply that feeds energy to operate said microelectronic device. 

The claim as read limits the device claimed to a device that includes a memory device 
for storing data in form of a recorded message. This is the unique feature of the 
present invention to provide the user a means to record his/her message. Leung does 
not describe such a device. 
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The applicant believes that the claim as amended including the limitation of a 
memory device storing data in form of recorded message differentiates the invention 
clearly form Leung. 

8.1.Closing 

The Examiner has improperly rejected the amended claim 19. The Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration of this rejection. 




John Dodds 
Attorney at Law 
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